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r | Maessage from the President
l

I wish all of you a happy healthy and prosperous new year for 2010, although it is
late, I believe you have already made a good start for this year.

This year the ACA marks now the 4th anniversary of its birth. As we recall, last
year in 2009, the ACA had a very hectic year making quite several activities in a
variety of cities within Asia. It includes the 7th ASCC 2009 held in Hong Kong,
August 27~29, two Steering Committee Meetings, one in Tokyo, Japan, the other
in Hong Kong, and one Friendship Meeting in Shanghai, China.

The ASCC 2009 was very well arranged and organized from the points of venue
and technical programs by General Chair, Professor L.Qiu of the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology. I am sure that, thanks to the excellent work
of his team, it provided a fruitful platform for control professors and researchers to
exchange new findings and network information.

Many of professors, researchers and engineers in Asia now start to feel that they are
important entity of the ACA. Thanks to several promotion events including those
in IFAC World Congress 2008 in Seoul and ASCC 2009 in Hong Kong, as of today,
156 control people are registered as member of the ACA. The number of members
is expected to rapidly increase as the ACA gets more activated and visible amongst
Asian control researchers.

I am also very pleased to learn that the official periodical of the ACA, Asian Journal
of Control (AJC) is getting more renowned recognition from control researchers
not only within Asia but also in other regions of the world. According to Prof. L.
Fu, EIC of The Journal, the journal’s acceptance ratio showed roughly 25% on
average based on statistics during the last three years (2007~2009), which implies
that the journal is now already established as one of the top quality journal in the
field of control.

All of these achievements we have made last year, I think was due to active motion
and participation of SC members and strong support of the ACA members. I hope
these last years’ activities will become a momentum for the ACA to leap for the

next stage-progress and advancement.

Hyungsuck Cho,
President of the ACA
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Message from the Vice President
Facing the Challenge by Prof. Xi-Ren Cao, ACA Vice President

The rising impact of Asian countries in the world economy raises a question for all of us: Does
the Asian research community, in particular the control community, play a similar role in the
world’s scientific arena?

Although I do not have statistics at my hand, but any one who is active in his/her research and
publication, would have noticed that the number of scientific papers authored by Asian
researchers has increased dramatically in recent years. However, looking closely at the major
academic award winners, plenary speakers at major international conferences, editorial

| positions of top international journals, etc, one may easily get a feeling that the voice of the
/ Asian research community is still not up to its economic influence yet.

As Asian countries become strong economically, the increasing contributions and recognition of Asian researchers in
sciences and technologies is inevitable. First, research grants and funds from governments and private sectors are
increasing steadily in most Asian countries. Secondly, the new emerging industries, economics, and social developments
have been providing research opportunities and problems that may not be solvable by the existing theories and tools, and
thus stimulate the needs for the development of new theories and technologies. More importantly, after many years
traditional emphasis of Asian countries on education and active research collaborations with the western countries, a large
pool of talents has been accumulated that are capable to meet the new challenges that the Asian research community is
facing.

Now, how can we, the Asian Control Association, contribute to this world trend? This is certainly worth serious thoughts
and discussion. Here are some ideas coming up to my mind:

1. Further enhance the connections and collaboration among the ACA members and other researchers in Asia;
2. Have more people, especially the young generation, involved in ACA; increase the membership;

3. Help to propagate and promote the results of Asian researchers to the large community of the world,

4. Further improve the quality and influences of Asian Control Journal and Asian Control Conference;

5. Co-organize conferences, workshops, and other activities, with other regions; Work more closely with well
established organizations, such as IEEE CSS and IFAC, to speed up the internationalization process;

6. Edit research monograph and textbook series authored by Asian researchers;

7. and more for discussion

It is easy to identify tasks but hard to implement. The problem is still a big “How”? We are at a historical point with
excellent opportunities as well as heavy responsibilities. Let us work together to take up the task! Ilook for further ideas
from all of us.

Awardee of Emperor of Japan

On November 3, 2009 Professor E. Shimemura was awarded by the Emperor of
Japan The Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold and Silver Stars for the outstanding
contribution in research, education and administration. The awarding ceremony
was held in the Imperial Palace. The Order was passed by the Prime Minister, and
then I had the distinction of being presented to the Emperor."
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Introduction of New SC Member from Vietnam

Nguyen Dung was born in April 1962, Hue City , Vietnam. He received the BSc. and MSc.
degrees in mathematics (in algebraic topology, nonlinear anlysis, mechanics) from Vietnam
National University - Hochiminh City in 1984, and Ph.D in Mathematics and Physics (Nonlinear
dynamical systems and Chaos) from the National Center for Scientific Research of Vietnam
(now Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology (VAST) ) in 1990. From April 1990 to Dec.
1991 he was post-doctoral fellow at the Kiev Institut of Mathematics (Ucraina Academy of
Science, USSR ), and from Feb. 1993 to Jan. 1997 at the Institut fiir Technische Mechanik,
Universitét Karlsruhe, Germany.

Since 1984 he has been a researcher of Institute of Applied Mechanics (VAST), where is now a
senior researcher and associate Professor, Head of Laboratory of Computational Mechanics, and
Chairman of the scientific council of the Institute. He has also been a lecturer of Department of
Mathematics, Vietnam National University (HCM City).

His current research interests are Numerical Methods, DSP , Computational Mechanics,
Computer Algebra and Symbolic Programming, Nonlinear dynamical Systems and Chaos theory
, Stochastic Differential Equations, Nonlinear and Random Vibrations.

He has been director of a lots of Vietnam national projects in fundamental research as Nonlinear
Dynamical Systems and Chaos, Fundamental problems of mobile offshore structures, Dynamic
responds and safety of power dam under earthquake, Stochastic simulation for random processes
and fields in random mechanics, Identification and sizing cracks by electromagnetics methods,
Dynamics of mini submarine, ... and also has some cooperations in researching with some
institutions in Germany (Karlsruhe, Ruhr, Regensburg Uni.), France (Ecole Polytechnique,
CNRS), Japan (Kobe Uni.), Australia (S. Queensland Uni.), USA (S. Carolina Uni.), Russian...
He was Co-Chairman of International Conferences : Engineering Mechanics Today (EMT 2001,
2004), Nonlinear Analysis and Engineering Mechanics Today ( NA-EMT 2006)

He is now Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Vietnam Journal of Science and Technology, Editor Board
of Vietnam Journal of Mechanics, and referer for some journals Mathematische Nachrichten,
Achive Applied Mechanics, Physica A (Stochastic Mechanics)..., Vice president of Vietnam
Association of dynamics and cybernetics, Secretary general of Vietnam Association of
Mechanics-HCM City, member of the Vietnam national foundation for science and technology
development, member of the Scientific Council of Saigon High Tech Park (SHP). He has
directed 6 doctoral theses and printed over 60 papers and 6 books.

The Seventh Asian Control Conference (ASCC09)
Successfully Held in Hong Kong

The 7th Asian Control Conference (ASCC09) continued the successes of the past ASCCs in Tokyo, Seoul, Shanghai,
Singapore, Melbourne and Bali. During Aug 27-29, 2009, the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center opened its
arms to welcome over 300 control professionals from Asian countries, as well as from other continents, to this biannual
event under the auspice of the Asian Control Association.

The preparation for ASCC09 took more than three years. The technical activities started with the launch of the paper
submission system in the end of 2008. In total 450 papers were submitted, 350 of which were accepted by the program
committee after a rigorous review process, 305 papers were finally uploaded which constitute the technical program of this
conference and appeared in the conference proceedings. Over 300 people registered and attended the conference. Let us
thank the authors of all submitted papers and accepted papers, all registered conference attendees and all speakers who
presented their papers in the conference for their participation and support. Without their effort, the conference would be
impossible.

Asian Control Association Newsletter




<Continued>

The conference proceedings has been
included in IEEE Xplore and has been
indexed by the EI Compendex and by the
Conference Proceedings Citation Index -
Science (CPCI-S), formerly known as Index
to Scientific and Technical Proceedings
(ISTP).

Technical sponsorships were given by the
IEEE Control Systems Society and Hong
Kong Institute of Engineers. Financial
supports were provided by the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology, KC
Wong Education Foundation, IEEE Control
Systems Society, Research Grants Council of
Hong Kong. We are grateful to all these
organizations for their support.

Many people have worked very hard and sacrificed their
spare time for the success of the conference. We are in
debt to the members of the international program
committee, the reviewers for handling and reviewing the
papers. We would also like to thank our fellow
organization committee members, the members of the
advisory committee, the members of the award
committee, and many other individuals who have
contribute to the success of the conference.

Three distinguished scholars gave plenary speeches in the
conference:

B Professor Hanfu Chen of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, “Recursive Approach to System
Identification and Control”

H Professor Munther Dahleh of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, “Fundamental
Limitations of Networked Decision Systems”

M Professor Frank Lewis of University of Texas
at Arlington, “Adaptive Dynamic
Programming for Feedback Control”.

Three awards were given to a selected young author and
to two outstanding papers presented in this conference:

B Shimemura Young Author Prize
To Abhijit Kallapur for the paper “A Robust
Gyroless Attitude Estimation System for a
Small Fixed-wing Unmanned Aerial Vehicle”,
co-authored with Ian Petersen and Screenatha
Anavatti.

H Best Paper Prize
To paper “Distributed Consensus of
Multi-Agent Systems with Finite-Level
Quantization”, authored by Tao Li, Minyue Fu,
Lihua Xie and Jifeng Zhang.

H Best Application Paper Prize
To paper “Design and Implementation of
Robust Automatic Flight Control System
for a Small-Scale UAV Helicopter”,
authored by Guowei Cai, Ben M. Chen
and Tong H. Lee.

The conference was also preceded by three
pre-conference workshops:

M “Analysis and Design of Biomolecular
Feedback Systems”, organized and
lectured by D.D. Vecchio and R.M.
Murray.

H “A Control System Approach to Energy
Systems”, organized and lectured by X.
Xia and J. Zhang.

M “Modeling, Estimation and Control:
Applications in Neuroscience”, organized
and lectured by S. Sarma, M. Dahleh and
F. Karameh.

Let us congratulate the plenary speakers, the award
winners, and the workshop lecturers for the job well
down.

From the official conference website: http://ascc09.
ust.hk, we can view and download the many photos
taken during the conference and keep the good
memories alive.

Let us all look forward to our next gathering in the
8th Asian Control Conference in Kaohsiung in 2011.

Li Qiu, General Chair, March 2010.
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